Peripheral polyneuropathy associated with Chikungunya virus infection.
The Chikungunya virus (CHIKV) is an arbovirus transmitted to humans through mosquito bites and can cause a series of symptoms ranging from a benign febrile illness to severe neurological conditions. We report the identification of CHIKV in a serum sample from an elderly woman with febrile illness and severe arthralgia in Brazil. The occurrence was found of peripheral polyneuropathy affecting the upper and lower limbs evidenced by electroneuromyographic findings. The patient was treated with a corticoid associated with methotrexate, suggesting that the pathophysiological basis of the case in question may be related to an immune-mediated response by T cells and inflammatory cytokines. This finding reinforces the need to be aware of the emergence of neuroinfections related to CHIKV and effective diagnoses for the early detection of neurological alterations, favoring the clinical management of these patients.